
Annunciation Parish - Scripture Study 3/23/21 

—-Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Any thoughts or questions from scripture passages you have read? 
- Other faith questions? 

READINGS: 
Is 50:4-7 
PS 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 (My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?) 
Phil 2:6-11 
Mk 11:1-10 

GOSPEL: 
• Jesus sends two disciples to prepare for his entrance to Jerusalem. 

• How may Jesus be calling u to prepare his way? 
• Notice that as they go to do the tasks of preparation it is almost as if God has pre-prepared the 

way for them.  The animal is there, the people are peeped to respond favorably to their actions. 
• Can we trust that if we move forward as The Lord leads that God is working to support? 
• How do we reconcile this when it does not seem that God is working with us? 

• Jesus enters the city amid a great throng of support - this will change shortly.  Do we welcome 
Jesus as long as things are going good but then change this when difficulties arise? 

• He comes in the “name of the Lord” - what does thin mean 
• In the coming Passion - what strikes you the most about the passion story of Jesus? 
• How does this whole thing come full circle and the cross lead to more Hosannas? 

FIRST READING: 
• He speaks a word that rouses the weak.  How does Jesus embody this prophecy? 
• The young is well trained - for Him easy, for us how do we get a well-trained tongue?  How 

much is a pure gifts and how much is as a result of our work and cooperation? 
• In the face of adversity he does not turn back. 

• Notice that the sufferings he endures mirror what Jesus will suffer - it is speaking about him. 
• Look at his attitude.  It is not giving up, not down-in-the-mouth. 

• God is the help, God allows the disgrace to be transformed, each hit to the face yields sparks. 

SECOND READING: 
• Jesus is in the “form of God” - what does this mean?  It’s specific philosophical terminology that 

the educated Paul is using. 
• His equally is assured - what does it mean he did not regard equality to be grasped at? 
• He empties Himself - debasing himself to be one of us (while still in the form of God). 

• This humbling opens up his exaltation.  The humbling allows him to complete the mission, his 
emptying lets him save those whom the Father loves, this brings with it the exaltation. 

• How can we empty ourselves, and thus imitate Jesus.  Our emptying is different, it helps to create 
a space in which God can enter. 

• How do we participate in the saving mystery and be exalted for bringing others to God? 

—-Closing Prayer 


